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  1906 Earthquake Centennial Alliance 

MINUTES – STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING

SEPTEMBER 14, 2004

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

The San Francisco Chronicle Building

The next Steering Committee Meeting has not yet been scheduled.

[The next General Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 12 at 10:00 AM to noon in the Koret Auditorium in the San Francisco Public Library-Main Branch.]

In Attendance:

Steering Committee Members

Earl Aurelius
’06 Alliance Executive Director

Mary Lou Zoback
USGS, ’06 Alliance Chair

Susan Garcia
USGS, ’06 Alliance coordinator

Pete Howe
San Francisco Fire Department

Linda Law
’06 Alliance Marketing/Fund-raising

James J. Lee
San Francisco Fire Department

Lind Gee
UC Berkeley – Seismological Lab

Aimee Klask
The Oakland Museum of California

Mark Medeiros
The Oakland Museum of California

Stacey Zwald
The Oakland Museum of California (curatorial aide)

Patty Hoyt
The San Francisco Chronicle

Rosemary Road
KPIX-Ch 5

Special guests:

Martha Cohen
Executive Director, Office of the Mayor, City and County of SF
Joe Cowans
Archival manager, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission

James Dalessandro
Author and screenwriter of “1906” 

Kathy du Tiel
Photographer and archival consultant, SF Public Utilities Comm.

Ben Johnson
World-leading international panoramist

Sheila Johnson
Assistant and spouse of Ben Johnson

1. Welcome and Introductions –

Mary Lou Zoback welcomed the Steering Committee members and special guests.  For the guests, Mary Lou provided background information about the 1906 Alliance and explains the membership process, schedule of meetings, web site (http://06centennial.org) and how to join the Alliance. 

Mary Lou encourages all members of the Steering Committee and guests to continue to coordinate and share their 2006 planned activities for the 1906 Centennial, but emphasizes that everyone should start seriously thinking about the many opportunities and the types of messages we want to promote especially those messages in areas that will make a difference in the community.

Background and interests of special guests:

Joe Cowans, archival manager with the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) was invited by the Mayor’s Office of San Francisco to attend the meeting. Mr. Cowans is interested in having his office be part of the Centennial activities.

Kathy du Tiel, also with the SFPUC, is their photography archivist.  She mentioned having a large number of 1906 earthquake photographs stored at the Muni building.  Ms. du Tiel is very excited to find a venue where she can showcase her photographs.

Round-table introductions begin.

Mary Lou introduces other guests:  Ben and Sheila Johnson, James Dalessandro, and Martha Cohen.

2. Ideas and opinions offered by guests:

Ben Johnson—

Ben Johnson, a world-renown panoramacist and his assistant and spouse, Sheila Johnson, plan to begin a large-size panorama of the city of San Francisco within the next few weeks in London.  The panorama will represent a moment frozen in time, a historic record that will become part of the city’s heritage that will serve to heighten public, civic, cultural, and historic awareness.  It will celebrate 100 years of reconstruction after the devastating earthquake in 1906.

Mr. Johnson is looking for a studio in San Francisco to paint the panorama.  Preferably, the site would be in the public domain, accessible not just to groups in the visual arts, but also architectural, educational, neighborhood, and community groups.  Ideally, the site would have windows where people could watch him work and see the project unfold.

The Exploratorium of San Francisco has offered studio space to Mr. Johnson. He is very excited about the site especially because of the educational connection but a final decision has not yet been made. 

Linda Law recommends that we all think about ideas that will achieve the maximum visibility for Ben Johnson’s studio.  For educational purposes, the studio would provide hands-on experiences for many students who have never seen an art studio or a professional artist at work.

Submit ideas and suggestions related to Ben Johnson’s studio via Linda Law  at lindalaw@batnet.com OR send directly to Ben Johnson’s web site at http://www.benjohnsonartist.com where you can view a mock-up of the San Francisco panorama project.

Preliminary timeline for panorama project:

2005:  One trip to San Francisco scheduled, but Johnson is willing to return as many times as necessary.

April 2005:  Completion of the city of San Francisco drawing

April 2006:  Three-quarters of the drawing will be painted, final phases of the painting to be done during the centennial year in a public studi0

April 2007:  Unveiling of the completed panorama of the city of San Francisco panorama.

James Dalessandro –

James Dalessandro is the author of novel “1906” and screenwriter for an upcoming movie from Warner Brothers based on the novel. The book provides a human-face to the disaster, the feature film based on it is due to be released in 2008. 

Mr. Dalessandro is also working on a two-hour documentary film on the 1906 earthquake that he hopes will premier on April 18, 2006. Mr. Delessandro will show a 19-minute film clip of the documentary when he speaks at the next 1906 Alliance general meeting on October 12, 2004 at the San Francisco Public Library.

The documentary project includes approximately 200 hours of  interviews of 1906 survivors taped in the 1960’s and up until now have been locked in a vault. Recently, Mr. Dalessandro videotaped the oldest, living survivor of the 1906 earthquake at the age of 104; the survivor is now 105 years old.

As publicity and interests continues in the 1906 story, Mr. Dalessandro hopes to promote earthquake awareness, preparedness, and offer additional support to neighborhood preparedness programs such as NERT (Neighborhood Emergency Response Team), and to the San Francisco police and fire departments.  Mr. Dalessandro strongly believes by taking adequate steps to heighten awareness and prepare neighborhoods and citizens for emergency situations will minimize future damage and fatalities..

One of Mr. Dalessandro’s current projects is to stimulate an accurate tally of the death count from the 1906 earthquake and fire.  Mr. Dalessandro and others have submitted a resolution to the Board of Supervisors to set aside the official death count of the 1906 earthquake, a number which is known to be under-reported and misrepresented for years.  He will work with Gladys Hansen and others to come up with a new, more accurate and documentable death count.

Martha Cohen –

Martha Cohen, with the Mayor’s Office of San Francisco, has joined the 1906 Alliance Steering Committee.  Some themes that Ms. Cohen would like to see emphasized as part of the 1906 centennial commemoration include:  (1) the spirit of rebuilding--San Francisco survived the 1906 earthquake—rebuilt, and survived the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake; (2) commemorating and celebrating a century of progress—highlighting the positive changes that San Francisco has made 100 years later; and (3) continued education and heightened awareness of emergency response and preparedness issues.  Ms. Cohen would like to encourage that any event or activity planned in public buildings in San Francisco should be open to the general public.

Ms. Cohen will reserve both City Hall and Civic Center Plaza for the week of April 18, 2006 for Centennial activities.

General discussion of Centennial activities

· Mary Lou Zoback mentions that the USGS is working on project to recreate the actual ground shaking of the 1906 earthquake.  Three different groups are doing simulations, covering different scales.  A group at Livermore Lab will simulate ground shaking on a hundred meter grid for all of Northern California.  Another group will focus on ground shaking in the greater San Francisco Bay region while the third group will do a high resolution simulation for the Santa Clara Valley using new data collected there.  One purpose of the simulations is to provide a true-time animation of actual fault rupture and the radiation of seismic energy from the fault, getting trapped and reverberating in basins, etc.  Focus will to try to recreate what happened in 1906, but importantly predict what might happen in future similar quakes.  The ground shaking simulations will be input into loss estimations to predict likely future damage.  In order to make the results of the simulation most useful it will be important to package them with information on what people can do to prevent or minimize damage.

· The committee is excited about Mr. Dalessandro’s documentary and feature film, and agree that a tremendous national and international story will focus on San Francisco, but discussion focused on how we can reach not only people in the city of San Francisco, but throughout Northern California.  Emergency response, preparedness and education should be emphasized and highlighted throughout Northern California. From a seismology and engineering perspective there is a lot that can be done as far as strengthening buildings, but there is a lot of good work already completed or on-going that can be highlighted, such as retrofitting many Bay Area cities have done for public buildings and CalTrans ongoing multi-billion bridge and overpass upgrades. 

· Pete Howes with the San Francisco Fire Department mentions several preparedness activities that are already in place, including the citizen and neighborhood emergency response teams which provide basic information to citizens on how to prepare their own homes and how to conduct basic search and rescue operations.  Emergency groups are divided up into neighborhoods, businesses and schools throughout San Francisco.

· Aimee Klask with The Oakland Museum sees the 100-year commemoration as a kind of celebration—it is an opportunity to show how the City was able to come back, rebuild, and the focus should also include the “spirit of San Francisco.”  Personal stories can show how people came together and helped one another.

· Captain James Lee with the San Francisco Fire Department feels that the centennial should be a celebration of the century of progress to present time.  The 1906 earthquake was a disaster, the rebirth and rebuilding of San Francisco was also a part of the story, and the scientific community along with others is also part of the story, but what is extremely important is that the national and international message be presented in a positive and fun way.  Events should be scheduled at museums, schools, churches, or with a parade on Market Street, etc.  Captain Lee mentions that Gladys Hansen has all the names of the national and international recovery of San Francisco and it would be great to invite these people to attend the 2006 festivities. The planned activities for the ’06 Centennial should be built up as a celebration that tells the whole story about the 1906 earthquake and fire.

· Lind Gee with UC Berkeley Seismological Labs described an international science and engineering conference to be held the Moscone Center from April 18-22, 2006.  The earthquake conference will be a joint effort of three groups, the Seismological Society of America, the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute, and Disaster Resistant California (led by CA Office of Emergency Services).
The earthquake conference will invole seismologists, the earth science and, earthquake engineering communities, as well as disaster responders.  Expected attendance is approximately 2,000 people. Planary talks designed for a general audience will focus on what we have learned and what we could do in the future.  The conference will provide an opportunity to present and package a lot of themes and messages. Various events will be planned for attendees at Lottas Fountains, wide-range of field trips to the San Andreas and Hayward faults, buildings, etc.  Since OES is an important component of the conference, the committee will invite Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger to participate.  Other events being considered include a luncheon that will bring together local politicians. Martha Cohen volunteered to assist Lind Gee with coordinating the attendance of Bay Area mayors. 
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